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1. Introduction 

Resilient Glasgow is an initiative supported by The Rockefeller Foundation’s 100 Resilient Cities 

Challenge, of which Glasgow is among the first 33 city cohort.  The Foundation is supporting cities 

across the world to understand resilience and plan for expected stresses, such as climate change and 

unexpected shocks, such as natural disasters, or economic crisis.  Funding has been awarded to 

Glasgow to develop a resilience strategy1 for the city.  

The strategy is an attempt to ‘future proof’ Glasgow by predicting trends, shocks and stresses and 

examining solutions.  It will look at ways in which the city can prepare for a number of future 

scenarios.   Its development is being overseen by a Steering Group with thematic working groups to 

consider different aspects of resilience.   

2. Themes  

Assessment has been carried out using the City Resilience Framework developed by the Foundation 

as a lens through which to assess resilience.   This assessment has led to a number of themes and 

focus areas on which the team will work to develop the strategy.  

They have identified 5 resilience themes 

 Resilient People 

 Resilient Place 

 Resilient Institutions and Economy 

 Resilient Emergency Response 

 Resilient Monitoring and Evaluation 

These themes will form the overarching strategy under which a number of focus areas and actions 

will be set out.  

There are of course many initiatives already happening in the city that contribute to resilience, 

including what could be considered the everyday work of the Council and other public bodies, as 

well as the activity of hundreds of the city’s third sector organisations.  Resilient Glasgow aims to 

bring together these various strands and different city strategies to form the overarching resilience 

strategy.     

Below we set out what will be considered under each theme.  

3. Resilient people theme 
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People are described as Glasgow’s greatest asset and are a central focus for the resilience strategy.  

This theme will examine how issues such as high unemployment, health inequalities, poverty and 

deprivation, quality of work and access to education, and a perceived absence of positive role 

models for young people in deprived communities, impact upon resilience.  While the city is already 

attempting to address many of these interacting issues through, for example, Glasgow’s Single 

Outcome Agreement, the Resilience Strategy will have a key role in bringing initiatives together as an 

integrated programme for resilient people.  

5. Resilient Place theme  

This theme will consider the vulnerabilities of physical assets and infrastructure to shocks and 

stresses associated with issues such as climate change, crime and vandalism and ageing 

infrastructure.   Changing environmental conditions, such as higher levels of rainfall, could have 

serious consequences for our homes and communities and it is essential that the city prepares in 

advance to ensure we are adapted to such changes.    

This theme will also consider how design of the public realm can ensure public safety by deterring 

crime and antisocial behaviour and the role of the emergency services and communities in managing 

public risk. 

6. Resilient Institutions and Economy theme 

This theme will look to strengthen interconnectedness between decision-makers and the people of 

Glasgow and to bridge existing gaps.  Stresses that could impact on this theme include shifting 

macroeconomic trends, other economic pressures, reductions to the city budget and pressures to 

reduce public spending.   Efficiencies to be gained from cross-agency and multi-agency sharing and 

the removal of barriers to action, such as silo working and thinking, will be addressed under this 

theme. 

Resilience will be a key focus of a new Economic Strategy for Glasgow, which will support innovation 

and flexibility and economic diversity in the local economy.  

7. Resilient Emergency Response theme 

This theme will consider the city’s preparedness for acute shocks.   Glasgow has well developed 

emergency response systems in place to respond to acute shocks, and the strategy will seek to 

enhance these, sharing good practice with other cities within the 100RC network.   The strategy will 

seek to develop approaches that use the strength of communities to prepare for, respond to and 

recover from, emergencies. 

8. Resilient Monitoring and Evaluation theme 

This theme will consider the risks that stresses bring to the city, which are currently poorly 

understood, and will establish a baseline for existing levels of performance, monitoring progress by 

using a set of resilience indicators.  This will help to identify, prioritise and implement actions.  The 

city is currently working on open urban data, which will make various datasets publicly available and 

the team will look at opportunities to link disparate sets of data for the development of a resilience 

measuring system.  



9. Cross-Cutting focus areas 

A number of focus areas have been identified for inclusion under each theme, which will be 

considered and refined during phase 2 of the strategy’s development.  Clearly there will be crossover 

between the priorities of People, Place and Institutions and these will be examined jointly by 

working groups set up to take forward each theme.   

10. Next Steps 

A Resilient Glasgow Conversation is underway, which asks people to consider each of the themes 

and respond with their ideas on what works to build resilience.   GCVS has hosted 3 workshops with 

the third sector to explore various trends and concerns and to offer potential solutions to the 

chronic stresses facing the city.  Given the range of activity underway in Glasgow’s third sector and 

our excellent track record in building resilience and addressing vulnerability, we will be seeking with 

our partners in the Third Sector Forum, to maximise the sector’s influence in the development of the 

strategy as it progresses.    

Find out more about Resilient Glasgow here  
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