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General Election 2015 
 

Social Security & Benefits 
 
Party Universal Credit  Bedroom Tax Benefit Levels Powers for Scotland 
Scottish Labour/ 
UK Labour 

Support the principles but will halt 
and review to ensure affordability.  

Abolish the bedroom tax.  Increase JSA for those who 
have contributed over the 
years.  

Increased powers – Scotland 
will have final say over 
benefit levels.  

Scottish Lib Dems/ 
Lib Dems 

Complete the introduction.   Review – no one pays until 
they have been offered, and 
refused a home of a suitable 
size.  

No position outlined Deliver on our promises to 
Scotland in full.   

Scottish Greens/ 
UK Greens 

Scrap Universal credit and replace 
with citizen’s income. 

Abolish the bedroom tax.  Reverse the welfare cuts.  
 

Increased powers for 
Scotland.  

Conservatives Continue with rollout   Freeze working age benefits 
till 2018 - exemptions for 
disability and pensioner 
benefits, maternity 
allowance, statutory 
maternity pay, 
 

 

UKIP No mention of UC Abolish the bedroom tax Increase carers allowance  
SNP Increase in the work allowance of 

Universal Credit by 20 per cent 
 
halt to the roll out of Universal Credit 
and PIP 
 

Abolish the bedroom tax Back an increase of at least 
the cost of living in welfare 
benefits, such as child 
benefit, universal credit and 
disability benefits, and also 
in tax credits 
 
Increase carers allowance to  
JSA level 

Home rule 
 
Devolution of social 
protection 
 
Devolution of employment 
policy 
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Social Security & Benefits Ctnd. 
 
 Job Seekers  Work Capability Assessment Benefit Cap Working Tax Credits 
Scottish Labour/ 
UK Labour 

Scottish Job Guarantee enforcing 
people to take jobs or lose their 
benefits.  
 
Test the maths, IT and English skills 
of claimants within 6 weeks, they 
will have to attend training to 
improve their chances of getting a 
job.  

Reform the WCA, 
introducing measures that 
ensure disabled people get 
the support they need.  

Retain and review with a 
view to reducing the cap in 
some areas.  

No cuts to working tax 
credits.  

Scottish Lib Dems/ 
Lib Dems 

Improve incentives for Job Centre 
and Work Programme staff to 
ensure there is real help for those 
further from the labour market. 
Introduce bonuses for Jobcentre 
staff who are performing well.  
 
Complex Case Teams in Job 
Centres to tailor support to people. 
 
Review sanctions regime.  

Connect health and back to 
work support to ensure 
people get the treatment 
they need - especially those 
with anxiety and depression 
and whom ‘ought to be 
getting therapy’.  

No position outlined.   No position outlined.   

Scottish Greens/ 
UK Greens 

End sanctions.  
 
Reform working age benefit 
scheme.  

Reform the working age 
benefit scheme.  

No position outlined.  No position outlined. 

Conservatives Replace JSA with Youth Allowance 
– time-limited to 6 months  Young 
people will have to take on an 
apprenticeship, a traineeship or do 

reviewed benefits for refusal 
of treatment for drug or 
alcohol addiction or obesity 

lower the amount of 
benefits that any household 
can receive to £23,000  
 

Freeze working age benefits 
till 2018 
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daily community work for their 
benefits   
 
Tougher ‘ day one’ work 
requirements for 18-21 year olds 
 
 

UKIP No position outlined.  End unfair ATOS-style work 
capability assessments and 
return the system and 
funding to GPs 
 

Support a reduced cap on 
benefits   

No position outlined 

SNP an urgent reform of the 
conditionality and sanctions 
regime, to establish a fairer 
approach 
 

an urgent review of the 
system of assessments for 
disability benefits 
 

No position outlined back an increase of at least 
the cost of living  
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Poverty & Employability  
 
 Energy & Fuel Costs  Poverty Assistance Youth employment  National Minimum Wage 
Scottish Labour/ 
UK Labour 

Freeze energy prizes to 2017 
and reform the energy market.  

£175m Scottish Anti-
Poverty Fund.  

Create apprenticeships for young 
school leavers – creating thousands of 
apprenticeships within the public and 
civil service.  

Increase to £8.00 by Oct 2019 

Scottish Lib Dems/ 
Lib Dems 

Making improvements to 
homes to reduce fuel bills.  

No position outlined. Double the number of business that 
hire apprentices.  

Ask the Low Pay Commission 
to look at ways of raising the 
National Minimum Wage 
without damaging 
employment opportunities.  

Scottish Greens/ 
UK Greens 

Improve home energy efficiency 
through a range of measures to 
reduce fuel bills. 
 
Maximise opportunities for 
community or municipally 
owned orgs to generate and 
supply electricity,  

 More training and work experience 
places for young people aged 16 to 25. 

Raise national minimum wage 
to £10.00 per hour.  

Conservatives support low-cost measures on 
energy efficiency, with the goal 
of insulating a million more 
homes over the next five years 
 
every home and business in the 
country has a Smart Meter by 
2020 
 

No position outlined. Create 3 million new apprenticeships £6.70 minimum wage to rise to 
over £8 by end of decade 

UKIP Abolish ‘green levies’ to cut the 
cost of fuel bills 
 
Force energy companies to end 

No position outlined. No position outlined Enforce minimum wage and 
increase the number of  
inspectors 
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higher charges for pre-payment 
meters 
 

SNP Seek action to ensure that those 
using pre-payment meters have 
access to the same lower 
energy prices available to those 
using other payment methods 
 
Force energy companies to pass 
on the benefits of lower prices 
 
Ensure that pensioners whose 
homes are ‘off grid’ receive 
their  winter fuel allowances 
earlier, so they can take 
advantage of lower prices 
earlier in the year 
 

No position outlined 
here. 
 
£35 million per year to 
cover the bedroom tax 
 
£40m to cover 10% 
reduction in Council Tax 
Benefit  
 

Increase number of apprenticeships to 
30,000 
 
Extend EMA to a further 22,000 young 
people 

Increase minimum wage to 
£8.70 by 2020 
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Poverty & Employability Cntd.  
 
 Zero Hours Contracts  Employment Tribunal Employment Programmes Living Wage 
Scottish Labour/ 
UK Labour 

Abolish zero hours contracts. 
If someone has been working 
regular hours for 12 weeks 
their contract becomes 
regular.  

Abolish fees for Employment 
Tribunals.  

Given local authorities more 
control over the employment 
programme to support a joined 
up approach. 

No mention 

Scottish Lib Dems/ 
Lib Dems 

Create a formal right to 
request a fixed contract and 
consult on introducing a right 
to make regular patterns of 
work contractual after a 
period of time.  

Review Employment Tribunal 
fees.  

Devolve the work programme to 
Scottish Parliament.  

Consultation on setting a 
living wage across all sectors.   

Scottish Greens/ 
UK Greens 

End Zero Hours Contracts.  Reduce tribunal fees.   Abolish the work programme. 
 

£10.00 per hour national 
minimum wage.  

Conservatives Tackle exclusivity in zero hours 
contracts 

No mention Devolve employment  Support living wage 

UKIP Businesses hiring 50 people or 
more must give workers 
on zero-hours contracts either 
a full or part-time 
secure contract after one year, 
if the workers involved 
request it 
 
Ban exclusivity clauses in any 
zero-hours contract.  
 
Workers on zero-hours 
contracts must be given at 
least twelve hours advance 
notice of work, then paid for 

No mention  No mention  
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this whether they are needed 
or not.  
 
 

SNP End unfair and exploitative 
zero hour contracts   

No mention  Devolve all aspects of 
employment  

Expand payment of 
minimum wage  
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Health 
 
 Health - TTIP Health – Funding Health & Social Care Integration Health – Other Issues 
Scottish Labour/ 
UK Labour 

Protect the NHS from 
TTIP.  

1000 extra nurses 
500 extra GPs 
£200m mental health fund 

Support this.  

Scottish Lib Dems/ 
Lib Dems 

Continue to ensure TTIP 
does not impact on 
health services.  

Spend £8bn by 2020 Support this but repeal any parts of 
the act which would force 
privatisation of the NHS.  

Carer bonus of £250.00 per 
year to have a break by 
2020. 

Scottish Greens/ 
UK Greens 

Oppose TTIP. Invest in community run health 
projects. 

Repeal the UK Health & Social Care 
Act which is privatising the NHS in 
England and Wales – putting fund for 
Scotland’s NHS under threat.  

 

Conservatives No mention Spend an additional £8bn over 
and above inflation by 2020 
 

 

Integrate health and social care Provide seven-day-a-week 
access to NHS services 
 
Guarantee that everyone 
over 75 will get a same-day 
GP’s appointment if they 
need one 

 
 

UKIP Exclusion of NHS, by 
name, from TTIP 

Invest £12bn in NHS Integrate health and social care 
under the control of the NHS 

£5.2bn in social care  

SNP Oppose TTIP Increase UK spending by £24bn 
and Scotland’s by £2bn by 2021 
 
Above inflation increases every 
year 
 
Pass on Barnett consequentials 
in health each year 
 

Devolved – SNP Government is 
already taking this forward  

Vote at Westminster to 
protect the 
health service in all parts of 
the UK from privatisation. 
 
Various initiatives and 
investments in mental 
health.  Devolved area  

http://www.theguardian.com/politics/2015/mar/28/cameron-seven-day-nhs-services-future-conservative-government
http://www.theguardian.com/politics/2015/mar/28/cameron-seven-day-nhs-services-future-conservative-government
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Childcare & Immigration 
 Childcare Children & Families Immigration Asylum, Refugee & Detention 
Scottish Labour/ 
UK Labour 

Breakfast clubs across 
Scotland, in the primary 
schools associated with the 
20 secondary schools facing 
the greatest challenges.  

Double the amount of paid 
paternity leave for fathers. 

Migrants won’t be able to claim 
benefits for 2 years.  
 
Stop people sending child benefit 
back home to families abroad.  

End indefinite detention of 
people in the asylum and 
immigration system.  
 
End the detention of pregnant 
women and victims of sexual 
abuse or trafficking.  

Scottish Lib Dems/ 
Lib Dems 

Free high quality childcare 
from the moment parental 
leave is over.  
 

Shared paternity and maternity 
leave becomes a ‘day one’ right.  

Introduce stringent border checks 
– counting everyone in and out.  

End unnecessary detention – 
use local alternatives instead.  

Scottish Greens/ 
UK Greens 

Universal free provision of 
childcare and early 
education from birth to 
compulsory education.  
 
Compulsory education 
begins at 7 years.  

Invest in parenting 
programmes.  

Reform Visa and Immigration 
agency to meet Scotland’s needs.  
 
Reinstate the post-study work 
visa to allow students who study 
in the UK to stay and use their 
education in Britain. 

Create an asylum system 
which treats people with 
dignity & respect. 

Conservatives Provide 30 hours of free 
childcare to working parents 
of three- and four-year-olds 
 
Introduce tax free childcare 

Free meals to all infants  
 
Invest £7.5m a year in 
relationship support 

Negotiate new rules with the EU 
so that people will have to be 
earning income in the UK for a 
number of years before they can 
claim benefits, including the tax 
credits that top up low wages 
 
Scrap the Human Rights Act and 
introduce a British bill of rights 
 
deliver annual net migration in 
the tens of thousands, not the 
hundreds of thousands 

No mention of detention. 
 
Asylum claims exempt from 
deport first appeal later 
claims.  

http://www.theguardian.com/law/2013/sep/30/conservitives-scrap-human-rights-act
http://www.theguardian.com/law/2013/sep/30/conservitives-scrap-human-rights-act
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control migration from the 
European Union, by reforming 
welfare rules 
 
clamp down on illegal 
immigration and abuse of the 
Minimum Wage 
 
enhance border security and 
strengthen the enforcement of 
immigration rules 
 
develop a fund to ease pressure 
on local areas and public services 
 
Extension of the deport first, 
appeal later rule to all illegal 
immigrants except those seeking 
asylum 
 
Implement a new removals 
strategy 
 
require those regularly utilising 
the Shortage Occupation List, 
under which they can bring 
skilled foreign workers into the 
UK, to provide long-term plans 
for training British workers 
 

UKIP Honour existing childcare 
voucher and tax-free 
childcare schemes  

Planning applications for family 
housing developments of forty 
homes or more, without 

Leave the EU  
 
End immigration for unskilled 

No mention of detention – will 
speed up the asylum process 
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Extend these existing 
schemes to informal, non-
Ofsted registered 
childminders  
 
Offer wrap-around childcare 
before and after school for 
every school-age child (at a 
cost to parents) 
 
Amend planning legislation 
to ensure more nurseries are 
built to expand childcare 
places 
 
Give parents easy access to 
emergency childcare  
 
 
Allow office space to be 
converted to nursery 
facilities under permitted 
development rights 
 
Ask employers to pool 
nursery provisions for all 
families within the local 
community, where ever 
possible 
 
Tackle excessive regulation  
 

dedicated garden space for 
each unit, will be required to 
include a communal play area in 
each scheme. 
 
Offer children in care the 
opportunity to remain there 
until age 21 
 
Make fostering and adoption 
easier 
 
Review the Family Court System 
 
Review of all childcare and child 
protection services in Britain 
 
Legislate for an initial 
presumption of 50-50 shared 
parenting in child residency 
matters, and give grandparents 
visiting rights 
 

jobs for a five-year period  
 
Restrict access to EURES, the EU-
wide jobs portal  
 
End the availability of EU 
relocation grants of up to 
€1,000 for migrants to come and 
work in Britain 
 
Introduce an Australian-style 
points-based immigration system 
to assess all potential migrants to 
Britain  
 
Tackle sham marriages  
 
Introduce a new visa system for 
workers, visitors, students, 
families and asylum seekers 
 
End access to benefits and free 
NHS treatment for new  
immigrants until they have paid 
tax and NI for five years 
 
Require all visitors and new 
immigrants to the UK to have 
their own health insurance  
 

SNP Devolved – SNP Government  SNP Government has various Reintroduction of the post-study review of the current   



12 
 

SNP has already promised 30 
hours free childcare during 
next Scottish Parliament 

policies in place regarding 
children and families, including 
GIRFEC and the Children and 
Young People (Scotland) Act 
2014.   

work visa so students who have 
been educated in Scotland can 
spend 2 years working here  
 
 
 

immigration detention 
system and regime 
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Housing  
 House Building  Social Rented  Private Sector Housing  Housing Benefit 
Scottish Labour/ 
UK Labour 

Build 20,000 new houses a 
year by 2020 in Scotland.  

No mention.  Limit rent reviews to one per 
year.  
 
Reform tenancies to provide 
greater security.  

 A new system of housing benefit to 
reflect the needs of Scotland. 

Scottish Lib Dems/ 
Lib Dems 

Build 300,000 affordable 
homes in the UK.  

No position outlined.   Introduce family friendly 
tenancies which limit annual rent 
increases.  

Pay housing benefit directly to 
landlords, with tenants consent, to 
encourage them to reduce the rent 
they charge.  

Scottish Greens/ 
UK Greens 

500,000 social rented homes 
across the UK. 

Invest in 500,000 social 
rented homes across the 
UK.  

Introduce rent controls. 
 
Introduce secure tenancies.  

Keep Housing Benefit for under 
25s.  

Conservatives  
Build 200,000 starter 
homes for first-time buyers 
under the age of 40, to be sold 
at 20% below the market rate 
 
 

Residence test for council 
housing  
 
Extend the right-to-buy 
scheme to housing 
association tenants 
 

Introduce a new Help to Buy ISA 
to help young people save a 
deposit for their first home 
 

Remove automatic entitlement to 
Housing Benefit for 18-21 year olds 
on JSA   
 

UKIP Build one million homes on 
brownfield sites by 2020 
 
Give local people the final say 
on major planning 
developments in their area  
 

Prioritise social housing 
for those with local 
connections to an area  
 
Restrict the ‘Right-to-Buy’ 
and ‘Help-to-Buy’ 
schemes to British 
nationals 
 

Restrict the ‘Right-to-Buy’ and 
‘Help-to-Buy’ schemes to British 
nationals 
 
Oppose the ‘Mansion Tax’  
 

Continue to pay Housing Benefit to 
young people under  the age of 25  
 
Give tenants the right to request 
Housing Benefit is paid direct to 
their landlord 
 

SNP Back plans for an annual UK 
target of 100,000 affordable 
homes  

Not specifically 
mentioned   

Support Help to Buy and shared 
equity to help people get a foot 
on the housing ladder. 

Oppose  attempts to restrict 
housing benefit for 18 to 21 year 
olds  

http://www.theguardian.com/society/2015/mar/02/david-cameron-plan-discounted-starter-homes-housing
http://www.theguardian.com/society/2015/mar/02/david-cameron-plan-discounted-starter-homes-housing
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 Use additional capital 
investment to deliver a further 
expansion of house-building in 
Scotland, including affordable 
homes for purchase or rent 
 

 
Propose that exemptions to the 
Shared Accommodation Rate 
should be extended, for example, 
to cover all ages 
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Other Issues 
 HS2  Trident Tax  
Scottish Labour/ 
UK Labour 

Committed to HS2. Committed to current plans to 
renew trident.  

• 50p tax rate for those earning 
over £150,000. 

• Mansion Tax on properties over 
£2m. 

• 10p starting rate of tax for those 
on low incomes.  

• End Marriage Tax Allowance 
• Close Tax loopholes.  
• Abolish non-domicile status.  
• Tax rebates for those paying the 

living wage.  
• Introduce a Bankers Bonus Tax. 

 

Scottish Lib Dems/ 
Lib Dems 

Committed to HS2. Secure fewer Vanguard missiles. 
Reducing the UKs stock pile of 
missiles.  

• Raise personal allowance to 
£12,500. 

• Green taxes to reward 
sustainability.  

• Clamp down on tax avoidance. 
• Increase stamp duty to 7% on 

homes worth over £2m. 
• Tax levy on tobacco companies. 
• Tax Free Childcare 

 

Scottish Greens/ 
UK Greens 

Do not support HS2. Decommission trident and scrap 
renewal plans.  

• End fossil fuel industry tax breaks.  
• Increase alcohol and tobacco 

taxes.  
• Remove ‘buy to let’ tax 

incentives.  
• Reform Council Tax - higher 

bands for more expensive 
properties.  

• Wealth Tax of 2% a year on top 
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1%. 
• Raise corporation for larger 

companies. 
• Introduce Tax Dodging Bill 

Conservatives Support HS2 Support Trident Raise the income tax threshold to 
£12,500 
 
Legislate so that nobody working 30 
hours on the minimum wage pays 
income tax on what they earn 
raise the 40p tax threshold to 
£50,000 
 
bring in tax-free childcare  
 
give working parents of 3 and 4-year-
olds 30 hours of free childcare a 
week 
 
No rise in income tax, national 
insurance or VAT 
 

 

UKIP Do not support HS2. Support Trident Raise the personal tax allowance to 
at least £13,000, taking those on 
minimum wage out of tax altogether  
 
Raise the threshold for paying 40% 
tax to £55,000 and introduce a new 
30% intermediate rate on earnings 
between £45,300 and £55,000  
 
Abolish inheritance tax 
 

 

http://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2014/dec/03/autumn-statement-income-tax-george-osborne
http://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2014/dec/03/autumn-statement-income-tax-george-osborne
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Increase the transferable tax 
allowance for married couples to 
£1,500 
 
Ensure big corporations pay their fair 
share of tax 
 

SNP Support HS2 extension to 
Scotland  

Scrap Trident  Return to top rate tax of 50p  
 
Tax on properties of more than £2m 
 
Tobacco company levy 
 
increases to the bank levy 
 
A banker’s bonus tax  
 
A review of the pension tax relief 
available 
 
Back legislation to tackle tax 
avoidance 
 
Review of controlled foreign 
companies 
 
Rolling review of tax reliefs 
 

 

 


