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GCVS Briefing  
Community Empowerment (Scotland) Act  
 
  

 

1. Introduction 

GCVS has prepared this briefing on the Community Empowerment (Scotland) Act 20151. 

 

The Community Empowerment (Scotland) Act 2015 (CEA) sets out a legal framework to 

support the empowerment of community bodies, local communities and communities of 

interest across Scotland. The Act is wide reaching and presents a range of opportunities for 

Glasgow’s third sector and the people we work with. 

 

This briefing sets out the contents of the Act, as passed by the Scottish Parliament, which 

received Royal Assent in July 2015.  

 

2. Contents of the Act  

The Act has a number of parts, each relating to a specific piece of legislation. This section of 

the briefing highlights the parts of the Act most likely to be of interest to the third sector 

and community bodies in Glasgow.  

 

2.1 Part 1 - National Outcomes 

Scottish Ministers will be required to develop and implement a new set of National 

Outcomes for Scotland through consultation with the people of Scotland. The Act doesn’t 

set out targets, outcomes or indicators - these are to be developed through consultation.  If 

the National Outcomes need to alter in the future, the Scottish Government will be required 

to conduct further consultation.  

 

A progress report on the National Outcomes will be required every 2 years and will be 

developed in consultation with individuals and groups.  

 

2.2 Part 2 – Community Planning  

The Act makes Community Planning Partnerships (CPPs) statutory bodies. This means that 

CPPs will have a legal obligation to act on the legislation contained in the Community 

Empowerment (Scotland) Act. The Act places a duty on CPPs for the planning and 

achievement of local outcomes and on developing these plans through consultation and 

engagement with community bodies.  
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The Act also places a responsibility on CPPs to review progress towards Local Outcomes and 

publish Annual Reports on their progress. The report should include information on what 

bodies the CPP have engaged with and to what extent participation has contributed to 

community planning.  

 

The various bodies involved in each Community Planning Partnership will be required to 

commit ‘appropriate resources’ to the achievement of local outcome plans.  

 

2.3 Part 3 – Participation Requests 

Participation requests present community bodies with an opportunity to engage more fully 

in the design and delivery of public services, with a view to improving outcomes, via an 

‘outcome improvement process’.  

 

Public service bodies, e.g. local authorities and health boards, will have to develop processes 

through which community bodies can participate. The duty will lie with community bodies 

to explain why they believe they should be involved and what improvements and outcomes 

they expect to achieve via their participation.  This could include taking over the service in 

question if they feel that they could deliver better outcomes than existing public service 

providers. 

 

2.4 Part 4 – Community Right to Buy Land – Land Reform Act Changes/Asset Transfer  

This section of the Act changes the Land Reform (Scotland) Act 2003, extending Community 

Right to Buy to both rural and urban areas in Scotland and improving on existing processes 

in this area of law. 

 

This part of the Act also provides community bodies with a right to request to purchase, 

lease, manage or use land and buildings that belong to local authorities, Scottish public 

bodies or Scottish Ministers. Local authorities and other public authorities will have to 

develop and maintain a register of the land they own and make this publically available.   

 

2.5 Part 5 – Community Right to Buy Land – Abandoned and Neglected 

This section of the Act changes the Land Reform (Scotland) Act 2003 and introduces 

mechanisms that will allow community bodies to purchase abandoned or neglected land in 

defined circumstances, regardless of the owner’s willingness. Any purchases have to be in 

the public interest, for example, where a property is dangerous, or causing environmental 

blight.  

 

2.6 Part 6 – Common Good Property – Local Authority Register 

Common Good Property is property that is owned by a local authority, normally gifted to 

the authority to be used for the common good of people who live in the area. Common 

Good property can include money, land, buildings, furniture, art etc. The Act places a duty 
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on local authorities to create a Common Good Register, listing all Common Good assets, to 

be made publicly available. 

 

The Act also ensures that Local Authorities consult with the community before Common 

Good Property is sold, or if they wish to implement a change to the use of the property.   

 

2.7 Part 7 – Allotments 

This part updates and simplifies the law on allotments. It sets trigger points for allotment 

waiting lists, beyond which a local authority must take steps to make more land available.  

 

2.8 Part 7a – Participation in public decision-making 

This part of the Act will allow Scottish Ministers to require Scottish public authorities to 

promote and facilitate the participation of citizens in the decisions and activities of the 

authority – including the allocation of resources.  

 

8. Next Steps  

While the Act received royal assent in July 2015, it is yet to be implemented. 

Commencement Orders will determine when each part of the Act will commence.  This will 

take place following the development of statutory guidance.   

 

GCVS will work to ensure that Glasgow’s third sector and the people that we work with have 

the opportunity to be involved in future consultations surrounding the Act and to influence 

how the powers set out in the Act are practically applied, to the greatest benefit of 

Glasgow’s communities.   

 

 


