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1. Introduction 

The Scottish Government have been consulting with services and citizens across Scotland on how 

the further Social Security powers, which are being devolved as part of the Smith Commission 

settlement, should be used.  

 

In October the Scottish Government published a report on the work undertaken so far and the next 

steps in the process. This Summary is intended to give a brief overview of the report.  The full report 

can be downloaded at: http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0048/00487055.pdf 

 

2. The Story So Far – What additional powers will Scotland receive?  

A number of benefits and powers will be devolved to Scotland:  

 Full responsibility for Carers Allowance, Disability Living Allowance & personal Independence 

Payment & Attendance Allowance  

 Full responsibility for Winter Fuel Allowance, Cold Weather Payments, Sure Start Maternity 

Grants and Funeral Payments 

 The power to change the Housing Cost element of Universal Credit and the how Universal 

Credit is paid; 

 The power to create new benefits and top up benefits; and 

 Full responsibility for Discretionary Housing Payments.  

 

3. The Story So Far – Engaging with Citizens  

The Scottish Government, through Fairer Scotland, have tried to engage people who currently 

receive benefits, and the services that support them, to find out what they would like a Scottish 

Social Security system to look like. A number of themes have come through in these discussions:  

 

 Dignity and respect should be key principles;  

 The system should be rights based and empowering; 

 Aspirational & person centred – people should be supported to achieve sustainable 

outcomes;  

 Adequate – benefit levels should be sufficient to meet people’s needs; 

 Accessible, flexible and responsive – the system should respond to changing circumstances 

and needs, it should take into account the challenges people face and should be proactive; 

 The system should tackle poverty and inequality.  

 

 

 

http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0048/00487055.pdf


4. Next Steps 

The Scottish Government are now in the process of reflecting on the input they have received and 

will publish a Vision Paper in December 2015. 

 

5. Engaging in the Process 

There is still time to engage in the process. You can submit your view to 

futurewelfarepowers@gov.scot  
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